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Do you have something
that you can use that

serves the same
function? 

Is the item that you want
something that you feel
comfortable and safe

with buying second-hand? 

When buying something new from a store or business: 
Consider choosing “new” products  - ones that are
refurbished by a reputable company or the original
manufacturer, as these items will typically have some sort
of warranty or quality control attached. These items also
tend to be a little bit cheaper.
Consider buying a product that is environmentally-friendly. 
Consider a product that is reusable or durable enough to
last longer than however long you would need it for (in the
hopes that someone else can use it after you or withstand
unexpected wear and tear). Does anyone you know have

one that they no longer
use/need?

Can you alter this
item to make it what
you want/need it to

be? 

Does the item need to be
updated or repaired? 

Could you move this item
with your current
transportation?

Are you
comfortable

with using
technology?

Check online platforms that sell used items to see if what you
want can be acquired for free, for a trade, or for a reasonable

price. You may also be able to find a local tradesperson or friend
who can make you what you want/need.

Pursue non-tech ways to find items for
free/trade/reasonable price: 
Local Second-Hand Stores
Curbside Givaways
Putting a classified ad in a paper
Putting up posters
Commissioning someone to make it for you. 
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Can you alter this
item to make it what
you want/need it to

be? 

Could you move this item
with your current
transportation?

Does the item need to be
updated or repaired? 

Consider: 
Asking a friend to help you move this item when it is acquired. 
Renting a truck, if needed.
Investigating delivery options. 

Excellent, enjoy your new-to-you thing! 

See if there are others in your community that
would  want this item, and make sure to inform

them of the condition the item is in. 

Will you need help? Do you have the supplies/tools you will  need?

Connect with others in your
social networks to see who

might have what you need that
can be borrowed or used. 

Consider making trades or
renting items, rather than

buying new. 

Make sure to read product
instructions carefully and be
mindful of the risks involved

with using them. 

Have fun with
your DIY project!

:)

Connect with: 
Repairexchange 

Friends
Internet knowledge
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